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I want to take this opportunity to wish you a 

Joyous Christmas and to invite you to come 

and celebrate the birth of the Christ child at 

Gloria Dei this Christmas season. 

Christmas Eve will be a service filled with 

stars. It is an amazing story, this story of Godôs 

love told on Christmas Eve. Itôs a story that 

didnôt just begin on a cold winterôs evening 

2000 years ago with a decree made by an em-

peror and the cry of a baby. Rather, it is a story 

which has its inception with a childless couple 

Abraham and Sarah standing under the starlit 

sky and hearing the promise that their ances-

tors will be as numberless as the stars in the 

sky. 

As we tell this story we will hang stars on the 

Christmas tree and because you too are part of 

the story there will be a star for you to hang as 

well. Our Christmas Eve service begins at 7:00 

pm. We invite you to come, bring a friend and 

if you do not need to rush away plan to stay for 

a bit of fellowship and a glass of cider after the 

service. And yes, we will have a Star shaped 

Pi¶ata for the children because it is a starry 

night. 

Christmas Day we will be singing carols, lots 

of carols. The worship service will begin at 

11:00 am and you will be as welcome as the 

shepherds crowding around the manger on that 

first Christmas. 

On Boxing Day we are planning a turkey din-

ner. It will begin serving up at 5:30 ï 6:00 pm. 

Let the office know if you can attend so that 

we know how many turkeys we need to cook. 

People are asked to bring something for the 

table to share. 

Speaking about bringing something to share, 

please remember to check out the CLWR Gifts 

from the Heart catalogue. There are lots of last 

minute gift ideas for the hard to buy person on 

your gift list. And, we are gathering socks, 

blankets and gently used sleeping blankets for 

the Lookout Emergency Shelter. These are 

gifts which will give life to those who receive 

them. 

Finally, on behalf of Stephanie and myself, I 

want to wish you the blessings and joy of the 

Christ Child this Christmas Season and extend 

you our hopes for a healthy and happy New 

Year to all connected to Gloria Dei. It has been 

a wonderfully working with you this past year 

as we celebrated our Jubilee Anniversary and 

planned into the future. 

 

  

 Pr. Kim 

 

  
   

 

 



 

ñOh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel, And Ransom Captive Israel.ò 

         ~ Ancient Advent Hymn 

What separates and distinguishes us from others is the fact that we are called by our name; what units 

us with them is the fact that they call us by name. God is not nameless. And God does not treat humans 

as anonymous interchangeable objects. God addresses us by name, as partners in a personal relation-

ship. In anticipation of Christmas, I find it appropriate to reflect on Godôs name.  

When God called Moses to lead his people out of bondage, God addressed him by name. And Moses 

responded, ñIf I come to the people of Israel and say to them, óThe God of your fathers has sent me to 

you,ô and they ask me, óWhat is his name? what shall I say to them?ô God said to Moses, óI AM WHO I 

AM.ô And he said, óSay to the people of Israel, I AM has sent me to you,ôò to which he added these 

words, ñóThe LORD (Yahweh), the God of your fathers,... has sent me to you,ô: this is my name forever 

and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations,ò (Exodus 3:13-15).  

 

The primary question related to the name of God is ñnot one of existence, but one of presence,ò says the 

eminent Jewish scholar Martin Buber. Throughout the Old Testament the name ñYahwehò is used to in-

dicate the God who is there with his people, for his people. There is no indication of whether God is; that 

is, whether God exists or not. So, taking into account the context of the whole Old Testament, as well as 

the immediate context of the Exodus account, Buber suggests that the most appropriate translation for 

Godôs name is, ñI AM THE ONE WHO IS PRESENT.ò The God who was with, who accompanied Abra-

ham, Isaac and Jacob, is, and will always be the one who is present with us, on our behalf. 

This understanding is also reflected in the New Testament. Matthew, in his account of Christôs birth 

says, ñAll this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: óBehold, a virgin shall con-

ceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called, óEmmanuelô (which means, God with us),ò (Matthew 

1: 22-23). The quote is from the Old Testament prophet Isaiah, ñTherefore the Lord himself will give you 

a sign. Behold a young woman shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Emmanuel,ò 

(Isaiah 7: 14); a prophecy concerning the then imminent threat of Jerusalemôs destruction. 

Unfortunately, we have, over the intervening years, become so focused upon the doctrine of the ñvirgin 

birth,ò that the key thought of the original passage and of its use by Matthew, has all but been obscured. 

The good news is, and has always been, that God is ñwith us,ò that we have been given Godôs name. 

The heart of the Christmas message lies not in the miracle of virgin birth, but in Godôs existential mani-

festation in a personal life as our Emmanuel. ñ No one has ever seen God; the only Son, who is in the 

bosom of the Father, he has made him known,ò (John 1:18). 

 

      Pastor Larry Denefð from the Gloria Deiôs Web page 
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 First of all, I would like to thank Lin Parkinson for taking on  the role as our newsletter editor while I was away 
for the last 2 months.  She did a great job right away and I really appreciated her spontaneity! 
 

As you know, we now have a great web site (Check it out : www.gloriadei.ca ).  I  am wondering what will 

now be expected to our newsletter.  My honest feeling is that we may not need a newsletter, at least not in 

the same way we used it before.  We can cover quite a lot with our new web site together with our weekly 

email and printed  bulletins. 

We do recognize that there are quite a few people who do not use email and prefer to read in the printed ma-

terials. For those readers, news and calendars  can be printed from our website. (e,g. I have copied Pastor 

Larryôs article on our new web site (left page)  so that it can be read from the newsletter.) 

 

I have already asked Pastor Kim and the council to give a little thought about what function our newsletter 

should have if we continue to publish it. Though it was honour and my pleasure to work on our newsletter 

over the past 2 years, I would like to ask all our members what they expect from our newsletter, including the 

idea of terminating this form of communication in the near future.  One of the reasons why I think we may not 

need our newsletter is, there arenôt enough articles submitted to fill the pages. I have realized that many peo-

ple are afraid to write  and share their  stories and ideas .  We can shrink  the number of pages from 12 to 8 

pages but even so, those pages may cover information already covered in our weekly news and web site.   

 

I really appreciate your opinion on the above issue. 

            Masumi 

(Note: Council discussed this and will be bringing the excellent questions Masumi raises at our Feb. AGM.) 

From Editor  

  

Thank you  to  our  interim music di-
rector, Terri Johan-
son, for her im-
portant role during 
the past 4 months to 
enliven our worship 
services.  

 
 
On January 8, 2012, we will welcome Pat-
rick Maneura  .  We look forward to hav-
ing him as our new Minister of Music.  
 
We also thank Pat Shaw and Gail Berger 
for their work on searching for a new 
Minister of Music.  
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From the Finance Committee  
 

All contributions for 2011 must 

be received by Dec. 31st to be 

included in your 2011 income tax 

receipt.  

 

The last Sunday for this year is 

Christmas Day, Dec. 25th so 

please try to get your contributions in by the 

last Sunday, as traditionally the office is closed 

Dec. 26-30th.  

  

     Ellen Luthy  

http://www.gloriadei.ca


From the Pastoral  Care Committee 

Your Pastoral Care Committee continues to provide leadership and support for 

members of Gloria Dei as we continue to work as a healing and caring community. 

Your committee tries to  be the "eyes and ears" of the church members. Please 

help us in identifying needs of yourself and others . The committee receives in-

formation through close communication with the Pastor and   the church office.  . 

The committee consisting of :   Miriam Brownlow, Sue Engelbert, Judy Fuhr,  Don 

Johnson,  Maureen Junck,  Shelley Meglaughlin,  Peter Neild,  Pastor Kim  and 

Bob Younger continues to serve our community in many ways.  

 1.  Weekly healing services  .  Prayer and anointing with oil is offered to all who 

wish to receive this during the church service.   Home communion is given by Pas-

tor and committee members to the shut ins and hospitalized. These services 

have increased interest and participation in working toward a stronger Healing 

Community. 

2.  Prayer Chain.  Members may contact Miriam Brownlow if they wish to be 

added to the "prayer chain." Please let us know if you wish to be added to this 

prayer chain or the weekly prayers  during  Sunday service.  

3.  Judy Fuhr oversees the soup  program  for our members. We ask for your 

help in keeping the freezer well stocked with homemade soup ( please label and 

date the contents). The plan is to include some home cooked food when visiting a 

church member at home. If you can visit a shut - in or a member recently home 

from hospital , please do so and bring along some food.   We hope to expand the 

food program in the new year.  

4. Transportation   to and from church for service and various activities. Please 

contact Sue Engelbert for help .  

5. Telephone contact with members. The committee tries to keep in touch with 

homebound members, the sick , caregivers and hospitalized patients .    

6. Annual Elder luncheon.   This committee will again  sponsor the February El-

der Luncheon. More information will be provided in the new year.  

  

        -   Sue Engelbert  
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