
Celebration of Our Jubilee Year on October 22  

The Jubilee Planning Committee would like to invite as many 

ex-members as possible to our 50
th
 anniversary celebration on 

October 22
nd

.  If you have kept in touch with someone over the 
years, we would love to send them a formal invitation.  Please send 
names and addresses to Shelley in the church office and she will 
make sure that they are included in this great event. 

Tickets for this event will be on sale every Sunday following the 
church service. 
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Sundays as well. I have a goal that we 

move intentionally to become a more 

inviting church. Everybody involved 

and even a Salmon BBQ afterward 

might even make those first steps 

easier. 

I donôt know if people will come if they 

are invited. Whether or not someone 

will come is always an open question 

but it seems to me that the other invi-

tations we have extended to people to 

come back and renew their baptismal 

vows at Easter and for a BBQ at Pen-

tecost have opened up connections 

with people to Gloria Dei. Those con-

nections too are markers of success 

and we need to celebrate them. 

For many of us inviting people to 

come to church can be intimidating. 

But an underlying assumption of the 

Back to Church emphasis is that 

Godôs Spirit is working in the lives of 

people outside the walls of the church 

building and they are just waiting for 

an invitation. We have been inundated 

with all kinds of reasons why people 

donôt come to church: e.g. We live in 

the midst of a secular society in which 

the church no longer has the status it 

once had or people are uninterested 

or most people tick the ñnoneò or the 

ñspiritual but not religiousò boxes when 

queried about their religious persua-

sion. Well, that may be true and such 

realities may be a barrier to inviting, 

but Godôs Spirit is still active in our 

world calling people to faith in Christ 

Jesus. One of the ways that Godôs 

Spirit is working is through us. God 

has placed us in other peopleôs lives 

and God calls us to be inviting. 

Will it work? Who knows and that is up 

to God but I am pretty sure your 

friends, family members and people 

who were formerly connected with 

Gloria Dei will not come it they are not 

invited. 

BACK  TO CHURCH SUNDAY! SEP-

TEMBER 25TH! WHO ARE YOU IN-

VITING? 

I was asked if Back to Church Sun-

day, September 25th is going to work. 

Well I am not sure I have an answer to 

that question but it sure has been in-

teresting to think about it. I too wonder 

if inviting people to Gloria Dei is going 

to work. One of the carrots of the Back 

to Church Sunday movement is that 

some congregations have actually 

doubled their worshipping attendance 

and not just on the Sunday of the 

event but following Sundays as well. 

And all from a simple invitation: 

ñWould you like to come to church 

with me this Sunday?  

Wouldnôt it be wonderful to double our 

worshipping community? But more 

easily pleased, I would also view 

lesser numbers and even other out-

comes as markers of success. It isnôt 

just about numbers, it is also about 

creating a culture which is inviting. We 

invite people to many different kinds of 

activities in our lives; to dinner, to 

birthday parties, and concerts to name 

a few. Why is it difficult to invite peo-

ple to church? Perhaps is it because 

we donôt want to impose our religious 

values on others or because we are 

afraid that they might say no. My hope 

for Back to Church Sunday is that in-

tentionally focusing on inviting people 

to church this one Sunday might en-

courage us to be inviting on other 
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We are  

like angels with  

just one wing.  

 

We can only fly 
by embracing 
each other. 

Pastorôs Notes 
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1. Vision ï If everyone of us invited a friend that they accepted we would double our congregation. 

Letôs do it! 

2. I as a church leader am going to invite someone, will you? 

3. Make sure every member of the church has had a personal invitation to invite someone 

4. Teach about how God connects people through friendship 

 5. The Power of Your Story ï To re-remember who invited you 

6. Get every member to ask themselves the question ï Who has God been preparing in my life? 

7. Practice the question - Would you like to come to church with me? 

8. Pray for courage to invite, and pray for those being invited 

9. Make the invitation 

10. Go and pick up you invited guest from their home 

11. Introduce them to friends over food and coffee 

12. Assume they are coming the following time you meet as a  church and invite them again 

September 25
th  Salmon Barbeque ï come and cele-

brate Back to Church Sunday  with a salmon barbecue 

following the church service.  Salmon and drinks will be pro-

vided, so all you need to do is bring friends, family and a salad 

or dessert and the day will be complete!  Watch for more infor-

mation o
n what ñ

Back to 
Church S

undayò i
s all ab

out.

  Be 

there or be square!! 

   Your church council has been busy over the summer. 
 
¶ We have arranged for a Director of Music for a period of 4 months starting in September.  A decision will be 

made on a permanent director by December of this year. 
¶ A call committee has been formed to search for a new Pastor.  Pastor Kimôs term with us ends on April 1st. 
¶ Our 50th anniversary plan for October is well underway. 
¶ Donôt forget the òback to church Sundayó planned for September. 
¶ A plan is underway to upgrade the centre courtyard garden.  I have a landscaping expert who is willing to 

help us with an appropriate design.  I hope to have this completed before our Anniversary celebration. 
 

   I am looking forward to a very active period for the remainder of 2011. 
 

          John Matkovich 

          Council Chair 
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There is a crack 

in everything, 

and thatõs how 

the light gets in.  

 

-Leonard Cohen  

 Here I have a copy of a page that our friend, Nahid Kashani gave me 
when I visited her last.  As many of you know,  she has been suffering from Park-
inson's Disease for more than a decade.  She lives in an apartment for elders in 
Coquitlam, and it is her routine to read a page for reflection.   

 There are some amazing ordinary people around us; they are experienc-
ing a very difficult daily life, but still can find appreciation in the day they live now.  
Their endurance and acceptance of the reality is the level that I myself may not be 
able to reach at this moment to say the least.  What they are leaning on is not 
mere technology surrounding us, but often words spoken to them that give them 
strength and courage to go on. 

 I would like to share this reading page I received from Nahid,  which is ti-

tled ñPower Steering Livingò: 

ñWhatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever 

things are just,  whatever things are pure, think on these thingsò   

       Philippians 4:8. 

 

How do you maintain the process of mind-clearing? Let me answer 

that question this way: All fuel needs to be filtered before it can 

produce power.  There can be no power without fuel. Whether itôs 

gas to an engine or thoughts that come as energy to the brain, all 

power-producing organisms require fuel! And all fuel needs to be 

filtered or the power-potential will diminish. 

 

A good friend of mine invented and patented the Vacco filter. The 

fuel in all the space vehicles that carried men to the moon was 

cleansed through this filter. And the fuel in all the nuclear subma-

rines, cruise missiles, nuclear generating plants, and satellites goes 

through this remarkable filter.  Itôs the only filter used! 

 

What makes this filter different? For one thing, it operates on hori-

zontal.  And as the air and the fuel pass through, this filter traps 

particles as small as 1/25th of a micron.(It takes 25 microns to make 

a thousandth of an inch) it can literally filter out bacteria.  Thereôs 

no other filter like it! 

 

But there is something that is even greater than the Vacco filter.  It 

can screen out something even smaller than bacteria.  It can even 

eliminate negative thoughts.  It is the power of God.  He is the 

screen to filter out all the negative thoughts and influences that 

would take away your power! 

 

Jesus Christ is cleansing my thoughts of all negative forces.  

Power is being restored to full capacity! 

From Editor 
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Strangers No More:    

North Vancouver Deanery 

Pew Exchange 

     

    Sunday, September 18, 2011  
 

Have you ever wondered what itõs like to wor-

ship at a church other than your own? Nowõs 

your chance! 

 

The worshiping communities of the North 

Vancouver Deanery are participating in a 

deanery-wide òpew exchangeó on Sunday, 

September 18. The purpose is to help de-

velop a sense of connection and relationship             

     among deanery members. 

Each worshipping community is invited to 

participate in two ways. First, each will be 

encouraged to send two members to each 

of the other communities in the deanery 

to participate in their main Sunday ser-

vice. Second, each community is encour-

aged to show gracious hospitality to the 

visitors they will receive. They will receive 

up to 12 guests. Then those who have vis-

ited and the clergy are invited to a lunch 

to discuss their experience. Who would 

like to go!  

 

The signup sheet is in the narthex.  

 

Dear Friends, 

I am writing to draw your attention to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Canada Praise offering and invite you to join me in raising a special Praise 

offering to present to our ELCIC national bishop, Susan Johnson when she 

joins us to celebrate our Jubilee Year in October. 

The question is raised, ñWhat does the ELCIC do that would warrant our support? The first an-

swer that invariably comes is, ñThe ELCIC through our seminaries trains pastors and profes-

sional church workers.ò As a congregation entering the call process we have a vested interest in 

supporting that task of our national church. 

But I would add that the ELCIC touches our lives in more ways than just training pastors. 

Through the ELCIC we are connected in ecumenical relationships which enable us to be in-

volved in social justice initiatives and humanitarian relief in Canada and worldwide. Through the 

ELCIC our voice calling for the care of the environment is put forward. Through the ELCIC our 

worship is enhanced and our learning enriched. Ultimately our mission and ministry to others is 

enriched by our connection to the ELCIC because on our own we would not be able to do so 

much as and together as part of the ELCIC we can. 

And so I would invite you to learn more about the ELCIC. Take a tour of the ELCIC web page, 
http://elcic.ca check out the menu ñWhat We Doò and see if you are not surprised and delighted 
with all the ELCIC does  And then I invite you to join me in raising a special Praise offering for 
our national church. 

         Pr. Kim Staus 

http://elcic.ca


 

 

 

 

 

 

òCreation is determined by a rhythm, a change that we 

  experience as day and night, summer and winter,  

           ebb and flow, warmth and cold, youth and old age.ó  

                                                                  ~ Dorothee Soelle  

         

A favourite little book of mine is, ñGift from the Sea,ò by Anne  Morrow 
Lindbergh. Itôs about ñpatience and faith;ò about lying ñempty, open, 
choiceless as a beach ï waiting for a gift from the sea.ò Each chapter 
bears the name of a different sea shell. In the one dedicated to the rare, 
fluted  Argonauta (Paper Nautilus), she speaks of the óintermittencyô of 
life, and compares it to the eternal cycle of the tide. Reflecting on the 
óveritable lifeô of our emotions and our relationships, she says, ñWe leap 
at the flow of the tide and resist in terror its ebb. We are afraid it will 
never return. We insist on permanency, on duration, on continuity; 
when the only continuity possible, in life as in love, is in growth, in fluid-
ity, in freedom.ò Security, she concludes, ñlies neither in looking back to 
what was in nostalgia, nor forward to what it might be in dread or antici-
pation, but living in the present and accepting it as it is now.ò 

 

So, itôs off to the beach where, ever since my bout with skin cancer, I 
now almost daily sit to watch the tide, no longer in the open sun, but on 
a bench under a huge fir tree. Itôs one of the joys of retirement, as well 
as an important contribution to well-being. Iôve learned that each hour of 
the seaôs withdrawal is as beautiful as the seaôs return, when the waves 
are pounding on the beach. So can you. In, and around Vancouver we 
are surrounded by ever-present beaches from which to contemplate 
lifeôs ebb and flow.  

 

        Pastor  Larry Denef  

LIFEõS EBB AND FLOW 
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