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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church September 2011

Celebration of Our Jubilee Year on October 22
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he Jubilee Planning Committee  would like to invite as many;
ex-members as possible to our 50™ anniversary celebration on:
. 4 If you have kept in touch with someone over theE
= years, we would love to send them a formal invitation. Please send;
Enames and addresses to Shelley in the church office and she will =
= make sure that they are included in this great event.
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= Tickets for this event will be on sale every Sunday following the
= church service.



We are
like angels with
just one wing.

We can only fly
by embracing
each other.

Pastor 0s

To Sunday

[’m ‘u\u'\tig You

BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY! SEP-
TEMBER 25TH! WHO ARE YOU IN-
VITING?

| was asked if Back to Church Sun-
day, September 25th is going to work.
Well I am not sure | have an answer to
that question but it sure has been in-
teresting to think about it. | too wonder
if inviting people to Gloria Dei is going
to work. One of the carrots of the Back
to Church Sunday movement is that
some congregations have actually
doubled their worshipping attendance
and not just on the Sunday of the
event but following Sundays as well.
And all from a simple invitation:

AWould you 1| i ke t
with me this Sunday?
Woul dndét it be

worshipping community? But more
easily pleased, | would also view
lesser numbers and even other out-
comes as markers

just about numbers, it is also about
creating a culture which is inviting. We
invite people to many different kinds of
activities in our lives; to dinner, to
birthday parties, and concerts to name
a few. Why is it difficult to invite peo-
ple to church? Perhaps is it because
we dondt want to

values on others or because we are
afraid that they might say no. My hope
for Back to Church Sunday is that in-
tentionally focusing on inviting people
to church this one Sunday might en-
courage us to be inviting on other
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Sundays as well. | have a goal that we
move intentionally to become a more
inviting church. Everybody involved
and even a Salmon BBQ afterward
might even make those first steps
easier.

I donét know if
are invited. Whether or not someone
will come is always an open question
but it seems to me that the other invi-
tations we have extended to people to
come back and renew their baptismal
vows at Easter and for a BBQ at Pen-
tecost have opened up connections
with people to Gloria Dei. Those con-
nections too are markers of success
and we need to celebrate them.

For many of us inviting people to
come to church can be intimidating.
But an underlying assumption of the
Back to Church emphasis is that
Godbés Spirit i s
people outside the walls of the church
building and they are just waiting for
an invitation. We have been inundated
with all kinds of rea%ons why people
§EMEt 1 0o R UL

the midst of a secular society in which

wo n d e Ehirdh nd I16nge Had! the statusoitu T

once had or people are uninterested
or mo s t peopl e
Aspiritual but not
quériddC abdutS their religious ipefsiiad t
sion. Well, that may be true and such
realities may be a barrier to inviting,
but Godo6s Spirit

world calling people to faith in Christ
Jesus. One of t he
Spirit is working is through us. God
has placed us in

I Mgh@ Gof calfs Us'to bk ifvitingd | o U s

Will it work? Who knows and that is up
to God but | am pretty sure your
friends, family members and people
who were formerly connected with
Gloria Dei will not come it they are not
invited.
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Tenwidinn g " Ennnn- s

1. Vision i If everyone of us invited a friend that they accepted we would double our congregation.
Letdos do i t!

2.1 as a church leader am going to invite someone, will you?

3. Make sure every member of the church has had a personal invitation to invite someone

4. Teach about how God connects people through friendship

5. The Power of Your Story i To re-remember who invited you

6. Get every member to ask themselves the question T Who has God been preparing in my life?

7. Practice the question - Would you like to come to church with me?

8. Pray for courage to invite, and pray for those being invited

9. Make the invitation

10. Go and pick up you invited guest from their home

11. Introduce them to friends over food and coffee

12. Assume they are coming the following time you meet as a church and invite them again

y le-
September 25 " Salmon Barbeque i come zndb((:aiue
bra?e Back to Church Sundayl/ Wi;r:\ j\ ('js;el\:\r‘r(\:r\:v illak;e o

[ h service. Salmon _
fqgg\gms%tgl?;c?ﬁ ;Ceed to do is bring friends, family and a salad
vided,

. for more infor-

| be complete! Waitch Sun
or dessert ar:\d trc\)endayvv\yl:‘ at fnBack t0O @ ur ch

mati O

there or be square!!

Your church council has been busy over the summer.

1 We have arrangedddirector of Musfor a period of 4 months starting in September. A decisior
made on a permanent director by December of this year.

Acallcommittee as been formed to search for a shew
Ours0h anniversary plafor October is well underway.

Dondét dbaglktt ¢ he planned for SBptemitea y 6

A plan is underway to upgrade theammtyeard gardenl have a landscaping expert who is willing
help us with an appropriate design. | hope to have this completed before our Anniversary cels

=A =4 =4 =4

| am looking forward to a very active period for the remainder of 2011.

John Matkovich
Council Chair



Page 4

From Editor

Here | have a copy of a page that our friend, Nahid Kashani gave me
when | visited her last. As many of you know, she has been suffering from Park-
inson's Disease for more than a decade. She lives in an apartment for elders in
Coquitlam, and it is her routine to read a page for reflection.

There are some amazing ordinary people around us; they are experienc-
ing a very difficult daily life, but still can find appreciation in the day they live now.
Their endurance and acceptance of the reality is the level that | myself may not be
able to reach at this moment to say the least. What they are leaning on is not
mere technology surrounding us, but often words spoken to them that give them
strength and courage to go on.

| would like to share this reading page | received from Nahid, which is ti-
tedA Power Steer:ing Livingo

AWhatever things are true, wh at
things are just, whatever thin
Philippians 4:8.

How do you maintain the process of midéaring? Let me answer

that question this way: All fuel needs to be filtered before it can
produce power . There can be no
gas to an engine or thoughts that come as energy to the brain, all
powerproducing organisms require fuel! And all fuel needs to be
filtered or the powepotential will diminish.

A good friend of mine invented and patented the Vacco filter. The
fuel in all the space vehicles that carried men to the moon was
cleansed through this filter. And the fuel in all the nuclear subma-
rines, cruise missiles, nuclear generating plants, and satellites goes
through this remarkable filter.

What makes this filter different? For one thing, it operates on hori-
zontal. And as the air and the fuel pass through, this filter traps
particles as small as 1/25f a micron. (It takes 25 microns to make

a thousandth of an inch) it <can

There is a crack no other filter like it!

in everything,
and thato

the light gets in. But there is something that is even greater than the Vacco filter. It

can screen out something even smaller than bacteria. It can even

-Leonard Cohen eliminate negative thoughts. It is the power of God. He is the
screen to filter out all the negative thoughts and influences that
would take away your power!

Jesus Christ is cleansing my thoughts of all negative forces.
Power is being restored to full capacity!



Strangers No More: among deanery members.
é North Vancouver Deanery Each worshipping community is invited to
/,\\\ participate in two ways. First, each will be

Pew Exchange
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encouraged to send two members to each

of the other communities in the deanery
Sunday, September 18, 2011 to participate in their main Sunday ser-

: vice. Second, each community is encour- :

:Have you ever wondered wiledtoshow graious hokpRality tothew o r

tship at a church other tvisieom theywill receivewmey wiNrecwides |

your chance! up to 12 guests. Then those who have vis-
ited and the clergy are invited to a lunch

i The worshiping communities of the North to discuss their experience. Who would

i Vancouver Deanery are participating in a like to go!

Edeanery-widec‘)pew exchanged on Sunday,

September 18. The purpose is to help de- The signup sheet is in the narthex.

: velop a sense of connection and relationship

Dear Friends,

| am writing to draw your attention to the Evangelical Lutherah Chu
Canada Praise offering and invite you to join me in raising a sp:ecial
offering to present to our ELCIC national bishop, Susan Johnsan whe
joins us to celebrate our Jubilee Year in October. :

tThe guestion is raised, AWhat does téhe
iswer t hat i nvariably comes i s, NfThe: EL
Esional church workers. o As a congreg;ati

supporting that task of our national church.

: But | would add that the ELCIC touches our lives in more ways than just tralnlng
: Through the ELCIC we are connected in ecumenical relationships which enable us
volved in social justice initiatives and humanitarian relief in Canada and Worldwiéie. Tt
ELCIC our voice calling for the care of the environment is put forward. Throughithe E
: worship is enhanced and our learning enriched. Ultimately our mission and ministry tc
: enriched by our connection to the ELCIC because on our own we would not be able
: much as and together as part of the ELCIC we can.

: And so | would invite you to learn more about the ELCIC. Take a tour of the EL§CIC !
: http://elciceaheck out the menu fiwhat We Dod& a
: with all the ELCIC does And then I invite you to join me in raising a special Praise o
: our national church. :

: Pr. Kim Staus

. [
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


http://elcic.ca
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LI FE6S EBB AND FLOW

oCreation s determined by a r
experience as day and night, summer and winter,

ebb and fl ow, war mth and co.

~ Dorothee Soelle

A favourite little book of mi ne i s,
Lindbergh. Il té6s about Apatience and
choiceless as a beachi wai ting for a gift from
bears the name of a different sea shell. In the one dedicated to the rare,

fluted Argonauta (Paper Nautilus),
life, and compares it to the eternal cycle of the tide. Reflecting on the
overitable |ifed of our emotions and

at the flow of the tide and resist in terror its ebb. We are afraid it will
never return. We insist on permanency, on duration, on continuity;
when the only continuity possible, in life as in love, is in growth, in fluid-

ity, in freedom. o0 Security, she conc
what was in nostalgia, nor forward to what it might be in dread or antici-

pation, but I|iving in the present an
So, ités off to the beach where, ev
now almost daily sit to watch the tide, no longer in the open sun, but on

a bench under a huge fir tree. I t 6s
as an important contributiontowell-b e i n g . |l 6ve |l earned
the seads withdrawal is as beautiful

are pounding on the beach. So can you. In, and around Vancouver we
are surrounded by ever-present beaches from which to contemplate
|l ifeds ebb and fl ow.

Pastor Larry Denef



