Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
May 2, 2021

Introduction

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of
the vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the
mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of John.
Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive
with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his
table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world.

We gather each week to worship and pray on the traditional territory of the Coast
Salish Peoples. For thousands of years they have walked the land and paddled the
waters of the Salish Sea. We are grateful to the Squamish, Musqueam and the
Tsleil-Waututh Nations for their stewardship of these lands and adjoining waters
throughout the ages.



Words of Welcome
Acknowledgement of the Land

Gathering Hymn - #384 That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright
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Acclamation:
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, *F the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen.

Prayer of the day:

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish
our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the
fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Reading: 1 John 4:7-21

We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God,
whom we have not seen, while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see.
Love toward God is to be matched by love toward others because the essence of
God is love.

'Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves
is born of God and knows God. *Whoever does not love does not know God, for
God is love. °God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son
into the world so that we might live through him. *°In this is love, not that we
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our
sins. 'Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.
’No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is
perfected in us.

3By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of
his Spirit. “*And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as
the Savior of the world. *°God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of
God, and they abide in God. °So we have known and believe the love that God
has for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.
“Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the
day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. **There is no fear in
love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and
whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. ?We love because he first
loved us. °Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are
liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot
love God whom they have not seen. 2’The commandment we have from him is
this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



Hymn - Ubi Caritas
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Gospel: John 15:1-8

The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you O Lord

On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they
would have with him. Those who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart
from him, they can do nothing.

[Jesus said:] *“l am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. “He removes
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to
make it bear more fruit. *You have already been cleansed by the word that | have
spoken to you. “Abide in me as | abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit
by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. °| am
the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and | in them bear much
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. “Whoever does not abide in me
is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown
into the fire, and burned. ’If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. ®My Father is glorified by this, that
you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon

Hymn of the Day - #447 - O Blessed Spring, verses 1 and 5
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Intercessions

On this fifth Sunday of Easter, let us unite in Christ to pray for all in any need,
responding to each petition with the words, “God in your mercy, Hear our
Prayer.”

A brief silence.

God of triune mystery, as you have formed your church to be one fruitful vine,
strengthen our churches and our ecumenical connections with Christians in our
neighborhoods and around the globe.

God in your mercy, Hear our Prayer.

As you created an earth with countless forms of plant and animal life, train us to
honor and maintain the bountiful earth that you intend for us and future
generations.

God in your mercy, Hear our Prayer.



As we approach the National Day of Awareness for Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and Girls we pray for the beautiful Indigenous girls growing
up across this country - May they always be able to enjoy times of learning, times
of play, and time at home safely. We pray for the beautiful Indigenous women
working hard for their families and communities - May they always be able to
enjoy times of relaxation and respite from their cares, securely and free from fear.
God in your mercy, Hear our Prayer.

Comfort the families and communities of the missing women; may they find joy in
the memories of their loved ones despite the sadness in their hearts. Provide
energy and stamina to the faithful people and organizations that are working with
Indigenous women to seek justice and healing. We pray for Indigenous leaders
who strive to create safety and security for their people and to recover and
strengthen traditional values and practices of community.

God in your mercy, Hear our Prayer.

As you have promised to hear the cries of all the needy, listen to the countless
people around the world who are suffering from sickness, from the coronavirus,
from injustice, from abuse, from starvation. Hear our pleas for the people of
India. Provide comfort and rest for our first responders, nurses, doctors, and
caregivers. Give us patience and perseverance for the days and months ahead so
that we could continue on the path to healing and help us to unite in the common
goal of defeating this virus.

God in your mercy, Hear our Prayer.

As you have sustained each of us in your love, receive now our petitions for those
who have asked us for our prayers whom we name out loud or remember in the
silence of our hearts: Billy, Tilly, Estelle, Pastor Larry, Tanya, Gerry, and Pat O.

A period of silence

God in your mercy, Hear our Prayer.

We remember those who have died in the faith, especially today Athanasius the
theologian and those we name in our hearts. As you have promised to bring your
people into your strong and tender embrace, preserve us until we enter with all
the saints into your everlasting mercy.

God in your mercy, Hear our Prayer.



Into your hands, O living God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Offering
At this point in our worship services we usually receive the Offering. In the
Offering, we not only offer our financial gifts for the ministry of the church,
but we also make a recommitment, an offering, of ourselves for Christ’s
ministry in the world.
Thank you for your faithful support through your financial gifts to the
ministry of Gloria Dei and through which your gifts also support ministry in
our Synod, across the ELCIC, and out in the global world beyond these
borders.

Offering Prayer
Blessed are you, O God,
Maker of all things.
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:
ourselves, our time, and our possessions.
Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love,
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ,
our Saviour and Lord. Amen.

Thanksgiving for the Word
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Praise to you, O God, for your Word of life:
creating a wondrous universe,

proclaiming freedom from captivity,
becoming the song of your people.

We praise you, O God, for your Word.

We praise you, O God, for your Word.

Your Word is made flesh among us:

with Mary in the garden, you call us by name.

With Thomas beholding your wounds, you call us to believe.
With sheep of other folds, we are gathered by your voice.
Your Word names our death and our life:

a seed that falls into the earth and dies,



rain and snow that come down from heaven to water the earth,

a vine in which we abide.

Through your Word, you appoint us to bear fruit, fruit that will last.
We bless you, O God, for your Word.

We bless you, O God, for your Word.

By your living Word, we are witnesses of these things.
Breathe into us your Holy Spirit.

Open our minds to understand the scriptures.

Give us wisdom to declare what we have heard,

what we have seen with our eyes,

what we have looked at and touched with our hands
concerning the word of life.

Fill us with strength to love, not in word or speech alone,
but in truth and action.

With every creature in heaven and on earth

and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them,
we join in the hymn of all creation, as

we thank you, O God, for your life-giving Word.

We thank you, O God, for your life-giving Word.

Amen.

Our Father
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever.

Amen.



The Blessing:

May our glorious God grant us a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.

The God of life,
Father, + Son and Holy Spirit, bless us now and forever.
Amen.

Sending Hymn - #342 - There is God's Garden verses, 1,4 and 6
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5 This is my ending
this my resurrection;
into your hands, Lord,
I commit my spirit.
This have I searched for;
now I can possess it.
This ground is holy.

6 All heav’n is singing,
“Thanks to Christ whose passion
offers in mercy
healing, strength, and pardon.
Peoples and nations,
take it, take it freely!”
Amen! My Master!



Dismissal:

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude

Thank-you to the following people who share their gifts today to make this service happen:
Pastor Vida Jaugelis, Sonja Koruga, Kyler Storm, Kathleen Stoll, Jim Berger and anyone else |
have missed.

Liturgy and liturgical music in this service is used by permission 002180 - under expanded
temporary licensing for streaming worship services - Sundays and Seasons License SA -002180.
All Hymns are used with permission obtained from One License to podcast / stream the music
in this service - license A-730122. All rights reserved.



May God go with you on your journey this Week.
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